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Welcome to 2012 
by Stefan Potuznik, Senior Pastor 

 

Jesus Christ says, “My power is made perfect in weakness.”  (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
 

With these words spoken by Saint Paul to the congregation in Corinth, I would like to welcome the Year of 2012.  This Bible 
verse is the elected Bible verse of the year 2012 by the Watchword or Daily Text of the Moravian Church.  For each day and each year 
there are specific Bible verse selected to help the reader to meditate God’s word on a daily basis.  I read the Daily Text every day. 

The watchword of the Year 2012 from 2 Corinthians describes a new reality.  The power does not lay in the strong and powerful 
but, rather, in the weak.  Very often we find that people who appeared weak did remarkable things.  In Germany, people from all 
walks of life came together to pray for peace and used candles as a sign of hope for a better future.  A better future of freedom that 
will end the separation between East and West and that will ultimately bring down the wall and fences that divided one people. And 
exactly that happened.  Travelers on our Lutheran Heritage Trip from October 7-17, 2012, will visit the church and sites where the 
peace prayers and candle services started and actually changed the world.  

At the beginning of the worldwide proclamation of the Gospel was a weak and sick man who was overshadowed by a dark past.  
His name was Paul and he wrote from his own experience that God was powerful in our weakness.  Because of God’s power, Paul was 
able to start congregations.  He spread the Good News about a God who sent his Son into the world to redeem us and lead us into a 
new future. Because of Saint Paul’s witness, many others experienced how God’s power made them strong and helped them to bring 
change, healing, and peace into a hurting world. 

For this New Year, Jesus speaks to all of us:  “my power is made perfect in weakness.”  There are times we all feel weak.  
Especially at the beginning of a New Year when we don’t know that this year will bring.  Will we have work?  Enough income to 
make a living?  Will something unforeseen happen that will set us back?  Will we have enough resources here at church to do the 
mission that God is calling us to do?  All of these questions may be on our minds, but God promised us to be strong in our weakness.  
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As I look be back to the year 2011, I can only be thankful and acknowledge God’s grace.  Wonderful things happened:  God sent 
us Pastor Don Myrom as our Interim Associate Pastor; we 
were able to share the Good News with over 10,000 people 
who attended our weekly weekend services; we proclaimed 
God’s love to children and youth through Sunday School, 
Confirmation and Junior High ministry; God blessed us with a 
new organ that greatly enhances our musical expression of 
God’s love; and we became a blessing to so many others 
because of the generous gifts we received from you. 

I look forward to a New Year of ministry where we 
remind each other when we worry or doubt that God’s power 
is made perfect in weakness.  

I invite all of you to make Sunday, January 29th, a priority 
to worship at our one Sunday Celebration service at 9:15 am 
and to attend our Annual Congregation Meeting where we ask 
God to bless our ministry efforts for 2012.  

Thanks be to God who is strong in our weakness! 
~ ~ ~ 

 

“Some Positive Lessons on Life” 
Reflections 

by Pastor Don Myrom 
 

David Brooks, a columnist for the New York Times, recently came across some autobiographical essays that had been written by 
some Yale graduates at the time of their 50th class reunion.  In the essays they had been invited to reflect on their lives and to talk 
about what they’d done poorly and well.  In his column on November 19th, Brooks summarized some of his impressions.  I was 
intrigued by what he wrote and I thought you might be interested in some of his observations. 

Divide your life into chapters.  “The unhappiest of the correspondents saw time as an unbroken flow, with themselves as corks 
bobbing on top of it.  The happier ones divided time into (somewhat artificial) phases.  By seeing time as something divisible into 
chunks, they could more easily stop and self-appraise.  They had more control over their fate.” 

You can’t control other people.  One man made the observation, “It took me twenty years of my fifty-year marriage to discover 
how unwise it was to attempt to remake my wife.  I learned also that neither could I remake my friends or students.” 

Lean toward risk.  “It’s trite, but apparently true.  Many more seniors regret the risks they didn’t take than regret the ones they 
did.” 

Measure people by their growth rate, not by their talents.  “The best essays were by people who made steady progress each 
decade.”  Brooks cited the example of a woman whose first marriage ended in divorce, and her second with her husband’s suicide.  
But she just kept growing.  At 56, she obtained a college degree, began hiking, studying opera, volunteering, and doing a thousand 
other things. 

Work within institutions or crafts, not outside them.  Brooks writes: “For a time, our culture celebrated the rebel and the 
outsider.  The most miserable of the writers fit this mold.  They were forever in revolt against the world and ended up sourly achieving 
little.” 

People get better at the art of living.  By their 60s many contributors found their zone.  Then Brooks made this interesting 
comment: “Very few of the writers hewed to a specific theology or had any definite conception of a divine order, though vague but 
uplifting spiritual experiences pepper their reflections.” 

We all struggle with issues related to aging.  But the reality is, people can change and they can grow.  That’s why our 
involvement in the life of our congregation is so important.  It’s a place where we can reflect on our lives, where we can be 
encouraged to develop new skills and interests, where we receive forgiveness for past failures, and where we are affirmed and 
encouraged to grow in new and creative ways.  May the new year be a time of personal growth in your life. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Deacon’s Bench 
Table Grace…all day long 

by Parish Deacon Patrick Briggs 
 
From the perspective of my children and grandchildren, nothing slows down access to good food like waiting to say Grace.  

Perhaps you’ve been there, too.  We gather at the table and a hot, inviting meal is placed before us and we wait while a responsible 
adult begins the old chestnut “Come Lord Jesus be our guest.”  And, depending on the person saying the prayer, minutes – neigh - 
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hours go on before we can eat.  Well, this might be a dramatization, as the prayer really takes less than a minute and the purpose is for 
us to focus on God’s abundance and our action to acknowledge his goodness.  Over all, the wait is worth while. 

Three meals, three prayers of thanksgiving...seems we get off pretty easy for all that God gives us.  Someone recently pointed out 
to me that with most prayers, the attitude of thankfulness is most important, not the format or the expression.  If God provides 
everything we have, including the food we eat and the air we breathe, why not thank him? 

I am suggesting that we say Grace (a prayer of thanks or supplication) when we do homework, or housework; when we change 
the oil or sit down to watch TV.  We can say Grace when we get a phone call with good news or read the paper.  The point is, we 
should pray without ceasing.   

The prayer doesn’t have to be fancy; big words don’t need to be used; but we should be saying “thanks” a hundred times a day.  
God fills our lives with “Grace” and we should respond with a grateful heart and a simple prayer. 

My Bible dictionary says that Grace is God's unmerited favor.  That is, grace is God doing good for us that we do not deserve.  In 
the Bible, grace and mercy are like two heads of the same coin.  Mercy is God withholding judgment or evil that I deserve; grace is 
God giving me blessing or good that I do not deserve.  Because of God's mercy, I do not receive the judgment of God against my sins; 
because of God's grace, I receive eternal life and a promise of heaven though I do not deserve either one.  Both mercy and grace come 
to me though the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Begin the prayer with me, “Come Lord Jesus be my guest;” then open your heart to him as he’s opened his heart to you.  A simple 
Table Grace becomes a life filled with Grace and a connection with the living God. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Evelyn’s 2¢ 
Ah, here we are again! 

by Evelyn Sikma 
 

I continue to be baffled as to how fast a year can pass.  It must be an “aging” thing – the older I get, the more aware I am of the 
fact that I have less days ahead of me than I have behind me.  (OK.  Yeah.  I’m “over the hill!”)  Or, it’s because my grandchildren are 
growing too fast.  Maybe I just have more to do and less “disposable” time available. 

Whatever it is, here we are in another New Year.  Full of possibilities.  Abounding in joy, surprises, heartache, growth, challenge, 
and loss.  And, just like I do every New Year, I don’t make resolutions.  Too much pressure!  As an only child, type-A, perfectionist, 
with a hint of obsessive/compulsive disorder, more pressure is the LAST thing I need!! 

Like most children, Lauren and Eric (my grandchildren, for those one or two people that don’t know!) are still learning about 
time.  To them, it moves too slow when it comes to Christmas and birthdays.  But it also moves too fast when it’s time to go home.   

I am learning a lot from them.  A few weeks ago, Lauren informed me that we live in North America!  (When I was 5, I doubt that 
I even knew there were continents!)  But the biggest life lesson they’ve taught me is to savor the moment.  I am reminded of that every 
Christmas morning. 

They live in Carol Stream, so it’s easy for me to spend Christmas morning with them.  We usually start around 7:00 am.  But it 
can take us up to three hours to open presents!  It’s not that they have a room full of presents to open…it takes a long time because 
they focus on one present at a time, as if it were the ONLY present they had.  If it’s clothing, they have to try it on.  If it’s a toy, it 
comes out of the box and is thoroughly examined.  In 2010, we even had to stop for awhile because 
Lauren was hungry – so we had a breakfast break! 

Oh, I’m sure the day will come when wrapping paper and ribbon will be flying as they rush to 
see what is in each box.  But I’m hoping that day will be delayed a long time.  I need the reminder 
that I have only one day – today.  I need to “try it on” and “thoroughly examine it” because it truly is 
the only day I have.  I can’t do a thing about yesterday.  There’s very little I can do about tomorrow.  
Any plans I make can become invalid with one unexpected phone call or e-mail or letter or visit.  So 
I need to savor this moment and take in the beauty of the day, the uniqueness of the people around 
me, the unconditional love of a God who never leaves me, and the joy of having family and friends. 

So, Happy New Year!  Whatever each day brings in 2012, may you have beauty, uniqueness, 
unconditional love, and joy in each one of those days. 

~ ~ ~ 
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Christmas Music Festival 
Hits Right Note 
by Gary Dowty 

 
The church was in festive holiday spirit, and the sanctuary full on December 11th as all the 

Christus Victor musical groups came together for the annual Christus Music Festival.  About 70 
performers took the stage to showcase holiday music.  We had bells, brass, strings, woodwinds, 
guitars, percussion, and singers of all ages.  What a wonderful start for the Christmas season! 

The Joybells started the show off with a fun arrangement of “Fum, Fum, Fum” that starred bells 
of all sizes.  The Sunday School Singers followed with “Away in the Manger” and “Run, Shepherds, Run” which were sung with 
great enthusiasm and volume!  “Carol of the Bells” was then performed by a flute-handbell ensemble followed by our Chamber 
Ensemble rendition of “A Christmas Festival.” 

Next was Revelation Brass playing “You’re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch” and ending their set with the crowd favorite “Sleigh 
Ride.”  Christus Victor’s ladies a cappella group 25th Hour saluted Mary with two numbers and got the church rockin’ with “Jingle 
Bell Rock.”  RiZen and the Revelation Brass joined together for an upbeat “Hope is Here, Joy to the World” and finished their 
program with “Sing.” 

The Chancel Choir began with the haunting “Carol of the Magi,” followed by “God Rest You Merry Gentleman” and “I Wish 
You Christmas,” that could have been written by Irving Berlin – but wasn’t!  The finale – “He Made a Way in a Manger” - featured all 
the groups in a rousing conclusion to a great program. 

Tying the songs together and providing the Christmas story along the way was our narrator, Sandy Dowty.  The 1 ½ hour 
performance is a tribute to all the directors and the great musical legacy at Christus Victor.  We are very lucky to have all this talent in 
our church family.  Don’t miss next year’s edition! 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Christmas Ornament Store 
Give-away 

by Nancy Pfannkuche 
 

First, I would like to say Thank You to all on behalf of myself and the Social Ministry Team.  Our first 
Christmas Decor Store attempt was a big success!  So many of you donated gently used ornaments, trees, 
gifts, and other items to make it so great.  Let me just tell you a story.  The last family to come to our store 
was a family that had been recently evicted from their home and only had an apartment with no Christmas 
decorations.  We were able to provide them with a tree, ornaments, and gifts to make their Holiday a better 
one.  This, folks, is God at work and all of you and our ministry team were able to make it happen.  This and 
many other stories and hugs from people made my heart sing that day.  So Thanks to all who donated, helped 
set up and break down, and took the leftovers to other charity organizations who could help this ministry 
continue. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Needs Your Help! 
by Ann DeBartolo 

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry ladies are working hard to stay ahead of the growing 

need for Prayer Shawls given out to those with health issues and also for the grieving family members that have just 
lost a loved one.  If you knit or crochet, we could use your talents; but, if you do neither, we could use your support in other ways.  We 
use Lion Brand Homespun yarn and each shawl requires 3 skeins of the same color.  If you could donate them, we have a basket in 
the narthex to receive them.  If you would just like to donate to our ministry, we will accept any monetary 
amounts given in special offering envelopes marked “Prayer Shawls”.  One of our members will then 
watch for sales and buy in bulk to distribute among those who crochet or knit.   Thank you in advance for 
your help in this very special ministry we offer here at Christus Victor! 

If you have any questions, please call either Susan Hosak at 630.285.1293 or Ann DeBartolo at 
847.364.1085. 

~ ~ ~ 
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Still Collecting 
 

“Recycle” Unwanted Shoes 
 
 

 
~ ~ ~ 

Christus Victor and Paper Recycling 

 Weight  Return  
March-10 1.40  $7.00  
April-10 1.58  7.90  
May-10 1.38  6.85  
June-10 1.07  5.35  
July-10 1.14  5.70  

August-10 3.25  16.27  
September-10 2.10  10.51  

October-10 1.73  8.63  
November-10 2.34 2010 11.71 2010 
December-10 2.34 18.33 11.67 $91.59 

January-11 3.22  $16.06  
February-11 2.87  14.37  

March-11 5.72  171.38 Earth Day 
challenge 

April-11 5.78  86.57  
May-11 5.75  86.15  
June-11 3.22  16.06  
July-11 2.60  13.00  

August-11 5.66  84.90  
September-11 4.79  71.85  

October-11 3.89  19.45  
November-11 4.41 2011 66.15 2011 
December-11   47.91   $645.94 

January-12     
     

Grand 
Total: 66.24  $737.53  

     

Funds are used to support the Youth Mission Trip and to 
defray landscaping expenses. 

A reminder of what DOES and DOES NOT go into the 
Paper Recycling bin: 
 

DOES: Newspaper 
 Magazines 
 Shopping Catalogs 
 Office and School papers 
 Mail 
 Shredded paper in plastic or paper bags 

A reminder of what DOES and DOES NOT go 
into the Paper Recycling bin: 
 

DOES NOT: Plastic 
 Metal 
 Glass 
 Phone Books 
 Trash 
 Styrofoam cups, plates, bowls 
 Packing peanuts 
 Food 
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Victory Players 
New Ministry 

by Dawn Roucka 
 

Victory Players is a new start for a Drama Team for Christus Victor.  Come to our inaugural meeting on Thursday, January 26, 
2012, at 7:00 pm. 

This will begin our REGULAR MONTHLY gatherings where we help each other out on skits in 
progress (hopefully 2-3 at a time) and plan for future skits as well as hone skills and "play."  Each 
evening will be fun and practice acting skills.  

No acting experience necessary!  Come to be involved in this new exciting ministry.  We will 
contribute to the sermons and provide fun at other Christus Victor events.  Eventually we will be 
improv-ing from Scripture to build our own stories and scenes. 

The group would likely "perform" during worship 4-6 times a year (to start) and at other 
occasions.  We currently have dates set with Pastor and have scripts to cast and begin practicing.  

Please inform Dawn Roucka of your interest, what ideas you may have, and whether you will 
plan on being a part of the VICTORY PLAYERS.  Also, please share this with those you might 
think/know are interested, members of the church or in the community. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

 

Save the Date! 
February 18, 2012 
By Ann DeBartolo 

 
All you chili lovers and dessert lovers (I think that covers all of us, right?) mark your 

calendars for the much-anticipated CHILI BAKE-OFF coming up early next year!  It’s 
earlier than usual, so we are warning you that you have even less time to perfect that chili 
recipe you hold near and dear.  Your competitors are gearing up for the challenge!  
Watch for the sign-ups in early January. 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 

Treasurer's Report as of Nov 30, 2011 

  November-11 Year-To-Date 
Financial Results       

Total Revenue       
Total Expenses       

Net Results       
 
 

Odds & Ends 
 

�  Christ in Our Home – This is a daily devotional guide, one small page per day.  It contains a Bible verse, a short commentary, 
and a brief prayer.  A great way to focus your mind on your Savior.  It contains 3 months in each edition. 

Subscribers (via Christus Victor), get a year’s worth of booklets for a donation of $5.00.  For those who have subscribed, 
your booklet for January through March is on the Pick-up Table and has your name on it. 

We have a few extra booklets available.  Please help yourself!  We are asking for a donation of $2.  If you like the devotional and 
want to become a subscriber, contact the Church Office.  You would only need to pay an additional $3 to get a year’s worth of 
devotionals. 
 

�  2012 Grove Memorial Calendars – First come, first served.  Available while our supply lasts! 
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by Angela Yamashita 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
angela@yamabooks.com 
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For the next semester, our Confirmation 
students will study the 7 “I Am’s” that 
Jesus claims He is.  “I am the bread of 
life,” “I am the good shepherd,” etc.  
We will be spending a lot of time 
getting to know who Jesus is, how we 
can love and serve Him, and why we 
can trust Him.  Through skits, quiz 
bowls, stories, and participation, we 
look forward to focusing on the One 
who has done it all for us. 
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February 22nd - Ash Wednesday Worship Service at 7:00pm with 8th graders assisting in worship 
February 29th – Lenten Worship Service at 7:00pm with Linda & Sarah ’s small group assisting in worship 

~ ~ ~ 

Don’t forget:  

January 4th  –  Mentor Meeting – students do not come on this night. 

January 11th  –  Confirmation resumes with normal schedule & Concession Stand, 6:00  -  6:25pm. 
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by Angela Yamashita 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 

angela@yamabooks.com 
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Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction – yum! 
Please join us on Saturday, January 21st from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

$4 / person, 12 & under eat FREE 
Come to eat a delicious spaghetti dinner. 

Bid on local business goods of your choice for a lower cost! 
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Don’t forget your FREE Jr. Frosty  on January 25th 

Dine in or Drive thru between 5:00 – 8:00 pm, eat at the 
Wendy’s of Elk Grove on 900 Busse Rd!  If you say you are 
from Christus Victor, you get a FREE Jr. Frosty for everyone in 
your group!  15% of store sales on that night go toward our 
Mission Trip 2012!  
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Thrivent Update 
by Pastor Marcia Strahl, Thrivent Congregational Advocate 

 
The ‘Thrivent Choice’ deposit for December was $815, the largest contribution that we have received to date, thanks to Thrivent 

member designations!  There are 125 Thrivent members in our congregation and 52 are eligible to designate Choice Dollars.  We 
actually had 63 people designating their funds to our congregation this year because some non-members designated Christus Victor as 
their recipient as well.  Thank you all and Thanks be to God! 

We have applied for “Care in Communities” supplemental funds for 2011’s Thanksgiving Dinner and hope to receive $1,000.  
We will be applying for Care in Communities funds for 2012’s Dinner and the Youth Mission Trip as well.  To qualify for Care in 
Communities support, funds are being raised for an individual in need, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, or hands on service projects.  
The Thanksgiving Dinner and Youth Mission Trip qualify as hands on service projects.  You may know of another need in the 
community, for an individual or organization, that we might want to do a fund raiser for as well.  If you think of anything, please let 
me know about it.  I can help you plan.   At least one Thrivent member needs to be involved in the initial planning and Thrivent needs 
to be listed in the advertising. 

Thrivent also offers educational programs for congregations and communities on such topics as retirement planning and identity 
theft protection that can be funded as well.  There is a lot of potential for Thrivent support of many congregational activities.  It just 
takes a few people getting together to plan something and submitting the requests to Thrivent.  As I mentioned in my article last 
month, we hope to get a few more of our Thrivent members willing to also serve as Congregational Advocates and receive even more 
benefits from Thrivent.    

If you have any questions, suggestions for projects, or just want to know more about Thrivent support, please contact me at 
224.875.7479 or at prmarcie@msn.com. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadlines 
 
15th of each month – deadline for submitting articles for following month’s Communicator. 
 
Tuesday noon of each week – deadline for submitting articles for weekly Bulletin Announcement insert page. 
 
Wednesday noon of each week – deadline for submitting requests for additional insert page for the weekly Bulletin. 
 

Staff and Office Hours 
 
Custodian – Chuck Crabtree:    9:00 am to 2:00 pm - Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays 

1:00 pm to 6:00 pm - Wednesdays, Thursdays 
 

Administrative Assistant – Maria Pignato:  9:30 am to 3:00 pm – Tuesdays, Thursdays 
 
Office Administrator – Evelyn Sikma:   9:00 am to 4:00 pm - Mondays through Fridays 
 
Office:       9:00 am to 4:00 pm - Mondays through Fridays 

Saturdays and Sundays - CLOSED 

Wish List 
CVLC has many needs and, if you are able, we would appreciate the contribution. 

 

·  Decaf coffee for Fellowship gatherings 

·  Boxed tissues for classrooms and meeting rooms 

·  Laminator  for the Church Office 

·  Wireless speakers for Nursery, Kitchen to allow workers to hear the worship service 
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Financial Report as of Nov 30, 2011 

  November-11 Year-To-Date 
Giving Summary 2011 2010 2011 2010 

Pledged Giving     
Non-Pledge Giving     

Total     
      

Pledge Comparisons     
Pledge Giving     

Total Pledge     
% of Pledge Received     

 
 

 

The 12 Days of Christmas 
The real story 

 
The “Twelve Days of Christmas” refers to the Christmas 

Season of the Church Year.  It is the twelve days after 
Christmas.  It ends with Epiphany and the beginning of the 
Epiphany Season of the Church Year.  Webster’s Dictionary 
has a nice capsule summary of Epiphany:  A yearly festival, 
held January 6th, commemorating the revealing of Jesus as the 
Christ to the Gentiles in the persons of the Magi at Bethlehem; 
also called Twelfth Night. 

Just before Christmas, the following was received by an 
e-mail to the Church Office.  Interesting information. 

 
 
 
 
 
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly.  Someone during that era 

wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics.  It has two levels of meaning:  the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning 
known only to members of their church.  Each element in the carol was a code word for a religious reality which the children could 
remember. 
1. A partridge in a pear tree = Jesus Christ 
2. Two turtle doves = Old and New Testaments 
3. Three French hens = faith, hope, and love 
4. Four calling birds = the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 
5. Five golden rings = the Torah or Law (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) 
6. Six geese a-laying = days of creation 
7. Seven swans a-swimming = Gifts of the Holy Spirit (Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, Mercy) 
8. Eight maids a-milking = the eight Beatitudes (blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and 

thirst, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who are persecuted) 
9. Nine ladies dancing = Fruits of the Holy Spirit (Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-

Control) 
10. Ten lords a-leaping = Ten Commandments 
11. Eleven pipers piping = the eleven faithful disciples (Andrew, Bartholomew, James, James the son of Alphaeus, John, Judas son of 

James, Matthew, Peter, Philip, Simon the Zealot, Thomas) 
12. Twelve drummers drumming = the twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed 

~ ~ ~ 
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The following people have been on our Prayer List between November 15th and December 15th.  Please continue to pray for them. 
 

Amy 
Dolores Aloisio 
Bob 
 
Nancy Bobowski 
Eric Bowman 
Sharon Childre  
 
Craig 
Carol Donovan 
Joan Evans 
 
Genevieve Foster 
Uncle Frank 
Baby Gabriel 
 
Jerry Gentes 
Lorrie Hertel 

Edward Hoffman 
 
Uncle Jimmy 
Johnny Johnson 
Kevin 
 
Debbie Keyes 
Debbie Krull 
Leona Lamaski 
 
Sam Manzello 
Mary 
Marie Nuccio 
 
Paul Ohlson 
Alex Pacino 
Elaine Pignato 
 
Pat Piper 

Alice Rafferty 
Sylvester Reidinger 
 
Ron & Gloria 
Dawn Roucka 
Cindy Rouse 
 
Helen Skie  
Jane Sloger 
 
Lori Tednes 
David Thompson 
Tom 
 
Arnie Vitols 
Merlin Wilbur 
Zorana 

 
The following petitions have also been prayed between November 15th and December 15th.  Please remember in prayer these people, 
causes, and events. 
 

We ask for patience and discernment as we search for a new Associate Pastor. 
Thank you, God, for all of those who participated in the Community Thanksgiving – the guests, the donors, and especially the 

volunteers.  Guide, guard, and bless them all. 
We pray for those who have accepted your call to be Eucharist Ministers.  Please bless their efforts and those to whom they 

minister. 
We pray for the safety of all displaced peoples and those who have no real home, especially the children. 
Please surround with comfort and love the family and friends of  

�  Jaclyn Sievers’ fiancé, Justin Honeycutt, as they mourn his death from a car accident 
�  Cheri Sutton’s grandmother, Mildred Sutton, as they mourn her death 
�  Ida Ohlson, as they mourn her death 
�  Ronald Sibanellu II, as they mourn his death 
�  Pat Stevens as they mourn her death 

We thank you, Lord, for  
�  new life, especially for Jan and Phil Frystak’s new grandson, William Mark Frystak, born on Nov 18th 
�  Lucas Lawrence Frigo, baptized into your family Nov 19th.  Bless his parents, Dan & Beth, as they guide him into faith 
�  We thank you, Lord, for new life, especially for Cathy Koch’s new granddaughter, Emilia Josephine Krogman, born on 

Dec 10th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too 
deep for words. 

Romans 8:26 

Do you have a prayer request?  In order for Christus Victor to publicly pray for individuals, we need to have their 
permission to speak their name out loud.  This is necessary to protect their privacy. 

If you are requesting prayers for a specific individual, you will need to sign your name to the Request.  We will consider 
your signature as confirmation that the person listed knows about and agrees to a public reading of their name. 

Prayer Requests that list specific names without an authorizing signature will NOT be printed in the bulletin and will NOT 
be spoken in public.  Everyone is still able to fill out a Prayer Request for a specific person and post it themselves on the Prayer 
Wall without providing an authorizing signature. 
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ACOLYTES  
 

5:00 pm Saturday 
 
Jan 7 – Raquel Rivera 
 
Jan 14 – Abbey Sloan 
 
Jan 21 – Colton Fredericks 
 
Jan 28 – Matteo Marcheschi 
 

9:15 am Sunday 
 
Jan 1 – Jordan Niebuhr 
 
Jan 8 – Danielle Sallman 
 
Jan 15 – Matt Tromp 
 
Jan 22 – Dylan Ingebrigtsen 
 
Jan 29 – Joey Pignato 
 

10:45 am Sunday 
 
Jan 1 – Maddie Pignato 
 
Jan 8 – Taylor Alm 
 
Jan 15 – Morgan Wessel 
 
Jan 22 – Paul Anderzak 
 
Jan 29 – Johnnie Napholz 
 
 

ETERNAL LIGHT  
 
Jan 1 – Catherine Bruce 
 
Jan 8 – [ open ] 
 
Jan 15 – [ open ] 
 

Jan 22 – [ open ] 
 
Jan 29 – Nancy McKillop 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR  
 
Jan 1 – [ open ] 
 
Jan 8 – [ open ] 
 
Jan 15 – Judy Voypick 
 Leigh Nelson 
 
Jan 22 – Soppe Family 
 
Jan 29 – n/a (Annual Mtg) 
 
There are lots of open dates available 
for the next three or four months.  
Sign up to celebrate birthdays, 
anniversaries, or “just because”.  Take 
a turn…easy instructions available! 
 
 

FLOWERS 
 

(2 donors per Sunday) 
 
Jan 1 – Marcia Strahl 

[ open ] 
 
Jan 8 – [ open ] 

[ open ] 
 
Jan 15 – Cathy Johnson 

[ open ] 
 
Jan 22 – Pam Rodriguez 

Gene/Mary Lou Frank 
 
Jan 29 – Betty O’Brien 
 Mary Jane Lind 

 

 
NURSERY 
9:15 am Sunday 

 
Jan 1 – [ open ] 

[ open ] 
 
Jan 8 – [ open ] 

[ open ] 
 
Jan 15 – [ open ] 

[ open ] 
 
Jan 22 – [ open ] 

[ open ] 
 
Jan 29 – [ open ] 

[ open ] 
 
 

PRAYER STATION  
 

Everyone is welcomed to come 
forward to share a joy, concern, pain, 
or sorrow with a prayer partner.  You 
do not have to reveal names.  
Anything mentioned is kept 
confidential.  Your prayer partner will 
listen to your prayer request and then 
pray for that request and for you.   
 
 

5:00 pm Saturday 
 
Dec 31 – Sue Terlecki 
 

9:15 am Sunday 
 
Jan 1 – Annette Hernandez 
 

10:45 am Sunday 
 
Jan 1 – Alice Dabelow 

 
~ ~ ~ 

 

January Service Schedules 
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01/01 Mary Giles 
 Jillian Kuhn 
 

01/02 Samantha Woulfe 
 Adam Cornell 
 

01/04 Holly Monegato 
 

01/05 Sandy Jacob 
 Felicia Nelson 
 Christine Van Hauter 
 Jamie Setterstrom 
 

01/06 Terri Schwager White 
 

01/07 Catherine Lawson 
 Steven Wojcik 
 

01/08 Betty Aikens 
 Richard Sloger  
 Kathleen Roth 
 

01/09 Paul Uhl 
 Patti Monegato 
 

01/10 Colleen Roth 
 Evan McGaffin 
 

01/11 Linda Swift 
 Cindy Woulfe 
 

01/12 Isabelle Jahnke 
 Allie Runge 
 

01/13 Steve Wrzala 
 Randy Slater 
 

01/14 Carol Cross 
 Grace Polz 
 Jack Ryan 
 Ripley Johnson 
 

01/15 Judy Fetting 
 Carol Rechtoris 
 Nicholas Loutos 
 

01/16 Elaina Komala 
 Jack Connelly 
 

01/17 Cameron O'Boyle 
 Nathan Watson 
 

01/18 Christine Lemke 
 Kim Brown 
 Morgan Sterzel 
 

01/19 Robert Paladino 
 Linda Uhl 
 Steven Roberts 
 Alexander Nelson 

 

01/20 Tom Scheel 
 Jan Happ 
 Susan Sloan 
 

01/20 Cathy Johnson 
 Nolan Peterson 
 

01/21 Becky Rolph 
 Nancy Bratko 
 Joseph Monegato 
 Marge Taucher 
 Luke Soppe 
 

01/22 Joe Bosslet 
 Robert Fox 
 

01/23 Carol Nordtvedt 
 Wil Soppe 
 

01/24 James Raetzman 
 C.J. Ambroson 
 Katie Dailey 
 Dawn Monegato 
 Lucas Jahnke 
 

01/25 Andrew McNary 
 Tim Rolph 
 

01/27 Evie Petri 
 Frank Romano 
 

01/28 Ryan Power 
 

01/29 Ryan Loutos 
 

01/31 Dorothy Munson 
 Mike Bosak 
 Jim Briggs 
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~ ~ ~ 
 

 
Pastor has a NEW e-mail address:  SPotuznik@CVLCegv.org 

 
If you accidentally use his old address, the mail will be forwarded to him. 

(You do NOT have to capitalize letters in an address.  I do it to make it easier for people to read the address.  ems)
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Stefan Potuznik ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Senior Pastor 
 
Gloria Reidinger----------------------------------------------------------------President, Parish Growth & Life 
Linda Nicholas--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Vice-President 
Luis Maldonado --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Secretary 
 
Sandy Dowty-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Communications 
Annette Hernandez--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Social Ministry 
Jeff Larson--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Finance / Counters 
 
Betty O’Brien ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Worship & Music 
Debbie Sallman-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Youth 
 
Karen Vuchichevich --------------------------------------------------------------------------Christian Education 
Alison Woytus -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Property 
Sarah Zipse---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Communications 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Stefan Potuznik, Senior Pastor --------------------------------------------------- SPotuznik@CVLCegv.org 
Don Myrom, Interim AssociatePastor ----------------------------------------------DBMyrom@comcast.net 
Angela Yamashita, Youth Director ---------------------------------------------- Angela@YamaBooks.com 
 
Patrick Briggs, Parish Deacon ---------------------------------------------------------- DeaconPJB@aol.com 
Hank Kwiatkowski , Parish Deacon----------------------------------------------HankSki7@sbcglobal.net 
Jan Spees, Parish Deacon ---------------------------------------------------------------- JanetSpees@sd54.org 
 
Cheri Sutton, Business Coordinator --------------------------------------- Cheri@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
Evelyn Sikma, Office Administrator------------------------------------ SikmaE@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
Maria Pignato, Administrative Asst. -------------------------------------------MariaCVLC@sbcglobal.net 
 
Marge Hart , Respite Ministry Coordinator--------------------------------- CareGiversCare@comcast.net 
Barb Walker , Respite Ministry Associate Coordinator ------------------ CareGiversCare@comcast.net 
Chuck Crabtree, Custodian 
 
Kathleen Gentes, Organist/Chancel Choir Accompanist 
Julie Glesne, Pianist (Saturday 5:00 PM) 
Jenni Vinyard / RiZen, 9:15 AM Modern Service Worship Leader 
 
Gary Dowty, Revelation Brass Manager 
George Gentes, Chancel Choir Director (High School and up) 
Anne Kivikko , Joy Bells Director 
Dung Pham, Chamber Ensemble Director 
 
For questions, comments, concerns ------------------------------------------- info@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
 
To reserve a room ---------------------------------------------------------- meetings@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
 
To submit Communicator articles --------------------------------Communicator@ChristusVictorEGV.org 

 
Telephone:  847.437.2666     -     Fax:  847.437.2687 

 
Website:  www.ChristusVictorEGV.org 


