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A Forty-Day Journey 
by Stefan Potuznik, Senior Pastor 

 
You are all invited to join us for a 40-day journey.  A journey that will help us to grow closer to God in our daily lives and 

prepare for a truly life changing event.  
As early as the mid-fourth century, Christians have observed a time of preparation before the Easter celebration.  The Lenten 

season begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days.  The forty days of Lent recall the 40-day fast of Jesus in the wilderness after 
his baptism (Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) and Moses' 40-day fast on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28).  It is a time of simplicity and 
preparation. 

We would like to use this time wisely.  Therefore, we would like to go on a pilgrimage with you during Lent to study a letter from 
Paul to the congregation in Philippi.  

This letter is a writing from the heart.  It highlights human experiences such as joy, bitterness, unity, bickering, arrogance, and 
humiliation.  Each week during our Lenten services, you will hear an introduction to a chapter from one of the pastors or deacons.  
Following our Holden Evening Service, we will offer discussion groups with questions that will help each participant to learn more 
about how to have joy even in difficult times.  

This letter expresses joy and peace during a time of affliction and uncertain future.  The words “joy”, "rejoicing," "rejoice" are 
repeated many times in these short 104 verses.  We are planning to offer many study groups through out the week so that you are able 
to find a convenient time to attend one of them.  

When you begin a pilgrimage, it has a beginning and end and your goal is that you learn and grow during this time.  Lent is a 
special spiritual time that invites us to experience what is really important in life and how we can be close to God in our daily living. 

To wake your interest find out what Paul has to say when he begins his letter with a prayer: “ 9And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God.” (Phil 1:9-11)  
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This 40-day journey will end with a new life celebration service on Easter Morning.  It is God who transformed death into new 
and everlasting life.  

A person whose life was completely transformed and inspired a reformation of faith in his time and into the future was Martin 
Luther.  His life was a journey that helped his generation and future generations to develop a relationship with God that was based on 
God’s grace.  

I am excited to offer a Lutheran Heritage Tour to Germany from October 7-17, 2012.  This tour will be a spiritual event that will 
help us to understand better who Luther was and what he accomplished in his life and how it impacted future generations.  If you 
would like to find out more, please contact me or George Gentes.  We have a brochure and all kinds of information.  For everyone, we 
will offer classes on Martin Luther prior to the trip. 

May our Lenten and our Lutheran Heritage Journey help us to see how important it is to grow in our faith as a part of our daily 
living. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

“A Tribute to Our Unseen Workers”  
Reflections 

by Pastor Don Myrom 
 

It’s hard to believe that I have now been here at Christus Victor serving as Interim Associate Pastor for eight months.  In my 
sermons on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, I took time to reflect on my impressions of the congregation.  Several things have 
struck me:  the breadth of the congregation’s programming, the fact that so much of what is done is a response to human need, and 
that there is always a concern to reach out to the unchurched in the community.  These are all signs of a healthy congregation. 

I have also come to appreciate the countless number of persons who serve so faithfully behind the scenes. 
I recently came across an interesting piece that appeared in the New York Times.  A man wrote in his diary: 
“They move slowly in the dark southern sky, diamonds strung out like a necklace.  Each traverses Brooklyn, then Rego Park, 
makes a U-turn over Flushing, and lands in what appears to be the East River, but is really LaGuardia Airport.  As I look out of 
my 15th-floor apartment window, I think about the people shepherding these flights, keeping them apart but landing them at 
(approximately) one-minute intervals, error free.  I think about the mechanics who keep these behemoths afloat on the air and 
wonder about all the unseen workers who toil faithfully in other aspects of life of which I’m unaware.  And I am grateful.” 
I am grateful, too, for the wonderful lay ministry that is being carried out here at Christus Victor.   

�  I think of the volunteers who serve from 7:00 pm to 7:00 am each Tuesday evening on behalf of our PADS guests – and I 
think especially of those volunteers who begin their duty at 3:00 in the morning!   

�  I recall the 125 volunteers who helped carry out the Thanksgiving Dinner for needy persons.   
�  I think of our Sunday School teachers who labor behind the scenes on Sunday mornings shaping the faith of our children.   
�  I think of the Eucharistic ministers who visit our shut-ins and make hospital calls.  
�  I recall the beauty of our court-yard garden this past summer, the wonderful plantings that gave beauty to our grounds, and 

think of the labor of love that made it all possible.   
�  I think of our High School mentors who take time to work with our Confirmands.   
�  I think of those adults who served as chaperones on behalf of our youth on their Mission Trip to the East Coast.  
�  On Sunday mornings we enjoy the music provided by our musicians knowing that behind the scenes many hours of 

rehearsal were held so that we might have meaningful worship experiences. 
How easy it is to take things for granted.  Like the man wrote in his diary, we too can be grateful for all those unseen workers who 

toil so faithfully on our behalf and who carry out our church’s ministry behind the scenes. 
~ ~ ~ 

 

Deacons’ Bench 
some answers to some questions 

by Parish Deacon Hank Kwaitkowski 
 
Recently, it has come to my attention that many of us have questions about faith, the Gospel, or religion.  Over the next few 

messages that I write [for the Communicator], I will attempt to answer some of them. 
For example, many have asked:  How many sacraments do Lutherans observe?  Some of us grew up Catholic and we were taught 

that there are seven sacraments.  They are baptism, confirmation, eucharist, penance, holy orders, matrimony, and the anointing of the 
sick.  But Lutherans believe in only two – baptism and Holy Communion.  These two were instituted by Christ and the other Catholic 
five were instituted by man. 

Remembering your Bible, you have read or heard that Christ was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River.  Jesus also 
communed with the Apostles at the Last Supper.  In Matthew 28, Jesus says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
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At the Last Supper, our Lord took bread and gave thanks.  Broke it and gave it to his apostles saying:  Take and eat, this is My 
Body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.  After supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

As you can see, our Lord was actively involved and present at these two sacraments. 
In my next “Deacons’ Bench”, I will explain the word “catholic” in the Apostles’ Creed. 
If some of you have questions you would like answered, I will attempt to answer them with, of course, the many experts I have at 

my disposal.  Just put your question in a note and send it to my attention:  Deacon Hank at Christus Victor Lutheran Church.  Drop it 
off or send it by mail to the church.  You don’t have to sign it. 

May God bless you and keep you safe. 
~ ~ ~ 

 

Evelyn’s 2¢ 
“…and a child shall lead them” 

by Evelyn Sikma 
 

This phrase from Isaiah came to mind this week.  I’m writing this on Tuesday, January 17th.  A very inspiring moment happened 
yesterday, and I’ll get to it in a moment.  Back to Isaiah.  Isaiah 11 is a prophetic picture of the glory of the future kingdom which will 
be set up when David’s Son (Jesus) returns in glory.  Verse six talks about how the wolf and lamb, leopard and goat, and calf and lion 
will lay down together – an image of unimaginable peace!  The verse concludes with “…and a little child shall lead them.” 

Back to yesterday.  A lady called the church and asked if we still hosted PADS.  “Sure.  They’ll be here tomorrow night.”  She 
said she was from a church in Schaumburg and wanted to donate some winter clothing.  When she got here, she came to the Office.  
She had her grandson with her.  He looked like he was about 3 or 4 years old.  He was shyly hanging onto Grandma and tightly 
clutching a blue crocheted blanket (very similar to our Prayer Shawls in size). 

Grandma told me what kind of items she brought which included some blankets.  Then she added, “On the way here, my 
grandson asked why we were going this.  I explained to him that we need to give to people who don’t have very much.  After a few 
minutes, he told me that he wanted to give his blanket so that some little boy like him will have a blanket.  He loves this type of 
blanket.  He sleeps with three or four of them around him every night.  This one is his ‘car blanket.’  Every time he rides with me, this 
blanket is there for him.”   

Then she looked at him and said, “Are you sure you want to give away your blanket?”  He didn’t hesitate – he nodded his head as 
he continued to hang on to Grandma.  After Grandma put her bundles next to the PADS barrel, he put his blanket on top of the pile, 
turned, and walked to the door with no looking back, no hesitation, and no tears. 

I was so moved by his gesture of love that I’ve been telling everyone about his act of sacrifice.  After yesterday’s experience, 
Matthew 18:3 takes on a fresh and personal meaning.  When the disciples asked Jesus “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?”, Jesus gave them an answer they never expected.  [Jesus put a child in the midst of them and said,] “Truly, I say to you, 
unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever humbles himself like this child, he is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

As adults, we’re supposed to be the role models.  Yesterday, I learned a lesson from a true role model. 
~ ~ ~ 

 

Christmas Decor Store 
Give-away 

by Nancy Pfannkuche 
 

First, I would like to say Thank You to all on behalf of myself and the Social Ministry Team.  Our first 
Christmas Decor Store attempt was a big success!  So many of you donated gently used ornaments, trees, 
gifts, and other items to make it so great.  Let me just tell you a story.  The last family to come to our store 
was a family that had been recently evicted from their home and only had an apartment with no Christmas 
decorations.  We were able to provide them with a tree, ornaments, and gifts to make their Holiday a better 
one.  This, folks, is God at work and all of you and our ministry team were able to make it happen.  This and 
many other stories and hugs from people made my heart sing that day.  So Thanks to all who donated, helped 
set up and break down, and took the leftovers to other charity organizations who could help this ministry 
continue. 

~ ~ ~ 
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From the Council 
Highlights of January Meeting 

by Luis Maldonado 
 

1. There is a Capital Fundraising committee in place and Gary Dowty is the chair.  The committee will meet with potential 
fundraising companies to determine what is best for CVLC. 

2. The Treasurer reports that thanks to the generous giving by the congregation in Decembe, CVLC ran a small surplus for the year 
of $4,060.  Pledge giving in December was 113% of plan, thank you everyone for the generous support. 

3. CVLC is all up-to-date with Synod and Local Benevolence. 
4. Council met on January 3rd in special session to approve the budget which will be presented to the congregation at the Annual 

Meeting.   
5. Pastor Stefan praise everyone involved in the Christmas services for the tremendous work done and the success of the planning.  

The Christmas services were well attended this past year.   
6. In the last few weeks, we have received Thank You and praise letters from the following organizations for our generous donation 

to their programs:  Elk Grove Food Pantry, PADS, and LSSI. 
7. We also received a very nice Thank You card from the folks at Village Grove Apartments for the invitation to the Thanksgiving 

Dinner.   
~ ~ ~ 
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by Melanie Tomaso 
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“New” Ministry  
Birthday Cards 

by Nancy Pfannkuche 
 

It’s not really “new.”  Our dear friend Jean Fleck was known for the birthday greetings sent 
over the years.  Some of today’s adults remember being a child and getting a dollar in their 
birthday card from Bill and Jean. 

We want to continue that great work which Jean loved to do.  What’s “new” is that a team 
will work together to send birthday cards to members of our congregation.  Eventually, we would like to coordinate greeting card 
efforts with others in the congregation who send Get Well/Sympathy cards and expand into Congratulatory cards.  If possible, we’d 
like to have at least 12 people to share in sending cards (a month per person).  The Office can be used for postage. 
Bill and his family passed on to us some cards and stamps.  This is now under the umbrella of Social Ministry, but we are depending 
on donations of cards.   If you are interested in learning more about this ministry, please contact Nancy Pfannkuche.  We are in special 
need of children’s birthday cards.  Please leave birthday cards for all ages (blank interiors are fine, too) in the Office or in Evelyn 
Sikma’s mailbox in the Copy Room.  If you have some Get Well or Sympathy cards to donate, Evelyn will make sure they are handed 
off to Dorothy Bruce.      ~ ~ ~ 
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The Agape Ringers 
March 11 - 4:00 pm 

 
The Agape Ringers, Chicago’s premier handbell ensemble, will perform in concert at Christus Victor Lutheran Church on 

Sunday, March 11, at 4:00 pm. 
This exciting, auditioned handbell ensemble from Chicagoland was featured on WTTW’s “Artbeat Chicago,” enjoys an on-going 

collaboration with pianist/composer Joel Raney.  They have performed with jazz trumpeter Orbert Davis, the Rockford Symphony, the 
North Shore Choral Society, the Illinois Brass Band, the Elgin Choral Union, the West Suburban Symphony, and the West Towns 
Chorus.  The fifteen musicians have a collective ringing experience of over 390 years, and perform on 76 bronze Malmark handbells 
and 73 Malmark Choirchimes®. 

Founder and director of The Agape Ringers, David L. Weck, is an editor at Hope Publishing in Carol Stream, where he is solely 
responsible for creating and developing the company’s handbell catalog.  Mr. Weck serves as a guest conductor at handbell events all 
over the United States and Canada, as well as Puerto Rico and Japan.   

The Agape Ringers is noted for beautifully orchestrated presentations of entertaining and varied music.  Listeners are entranced 
by the ensemble’s energy, precision, and musicality.  Since its founding in 1992, The Agape Ringers has made over 270 appearances 
across North America, Puerto Rico, and England.  The ringers have been featured as performers and teachers for events such as the 
Fellowship of American Baptist Musicians Conference for Church Musicians in Green Lake, WI, and local, regional, and national 

gatherings of the Handbell Ringers of America.  In the summer of 2012, the ensemble will embark on an 
eleven-day Midwest tour, teaching and performing in St. Charles, MO, Omaha, NE, Overland Park, KS, and 
Duluth, MN.   

You can learn more about The Agape Ringers at their website www.agaperingers.org, and on Facebook 
and YouTube by searching for “The Agape Ringers.”   

The March program encompasses a wide variety of musical styles, including transcriptions of the 
classical works “Passacaglia” by Handel and “The Ball” by Bizet, hymn arrangements, original compositions 
for handbells, and Sousa’s “The Stars and Stripes Forever.”  

~ ~ ~ 

 
The Agape Ringers Tickets 

information 
by Anne Kivikko 

 
�  Price: Adults $12.00 
 Seniors (age 60) and children 12 and under: $10.00 
�  Sell your tickets directly to friends and relatives.   
�  If paying by check, make check out to:  Christus Victor Lutheran Church 
�  If paying by credit card, fill out the Credit/Debit Card Authorization card.  Make sure you get a signature.  Please guard this 

carefully, as this contains sensitive information. 
�  Tickets can be purchased online at www.ChristusVictorEGV.org 
�  For more tickets, see Anne at rehearsal. 

To sellers of tickets:  Please turn money and ticket orders in to the church Office or to Anne as soon as possible when you sell a 
ticket.  Use an envelope, marked “Agape Ringers ticket money”.  Please include the number on the ticket, so that we can keep an 
accurate account of what is sold. 

~ ~ ~ 
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Exciting Plans 
Mid-Week Lenten Series 

by Pastor Don Myrom 
 

Great food.  Enjoyable music.  Stimulating conversation.  Put it all together, and that’s what’s 
being planned for this year’s mid-week Lenten programming. 

On Wednesday, February 22, we will gather at 6:00 pm to enjoy a supper prepared by the 
members of some of our ministry groups.  Then at 7:00 pm, we will observe Ash Wednesday with the imposition of ashes and Holy 
Communion.   

Beginning on Wednesday, February 29, and continuing for the four Wednesdays in March, we will gather at 6:00 pm for supper.  
At 7:00 pm, we will move to the Sanctuary where we will be using the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy – a service that is one of our 
favorites.  During the service each week, we will hear a message focused on Paul’s epistle to the Philippians.  Following the service, 
you are invited to join a small group to discuss some of the issues raised during the message.  We will suggest ahead of time the Bible 
passages that you might read to help you prepare for the evening’s discussion. 

For the convenience of our members, we will also be offering small group 
gatherings during the week for the purpose of discussing Paul’s letter to the church at 
Philippi.  We will have sign-up sheets available during February where you can 
indicate if you’ll be joining us for supper, and indicate with which small group you 
would like to participate. 

During Holy Week we will be offering several services:  a service of Holy 
Communion and First Communion for our younger children on Maundy Thursday at 
7:00 pm; a Family-oriented Good Friday service at 6:00 pm, the Choir will present a 
cantata on Good Friday at 7:30 pm; and then, that weekend, we will celebrate the 
joys of Easter and the Resurrection at 7:00, 9:15, and 10:45 am. 

The Church Council has decided this year to place heavier emphasis on 
encouraging our members to read the Bible and, when possible, to join in studying 
scripture together.  It was felt that a good way to begin this emphasis was by 
engaging in a congregation-wide Bible study during Lent.  Please plan to join us as 
your schedule permits. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Aluminum Cans 
collecting 

by Nancy Pfannkuche 
 

How many of you know that the Garden Club collects aluminum cans and pans?  These items are used to produce 
income to buy flowers and other décor for our garden spots located all around our building and by the street-side sign.  
In 2011, we were able to collect enough aluminum to purchase a couple of hundred bulbs which were planted on the 
south side of the church building (near door 7).  We are hoping that they will all bloom and beautify our church.  So, if 
you have aluminum items, please put them in the RED container across from the kitchen. 

Please remember – aluminum.  Not all cans are aluminum.  When in doubt, put a refrigerator magnet to work!  If 
the magnet sticks to the can, it is NOT aluminum.  Thanks for your help! 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Treasurer's Report as of Dec 31, 2011 

  December-11 Year-To-Date 
Financial 

Results 
2011 Budget 2010 2011 Budget 2010 

Total 
Revenue       

Total 
Expenses       

Net Results       
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Sundays  
Feb 12, 19, 26; March 4 

�
by Serena Briggs  

 

This class is open to all 2nd graders or any child beyond 2nd 
grade who has not taken the class. 

 
Session 1  (Sunday, February 12 ): 
Meet in the Sunday School Rooms after the Children’ s message  in 
the 9:15 am service. 
 
Session 2  (Sunday, February 19):  
Meet in the Sunday School Rooms at 9:15 am  for an introduction to 
the Bible and how it is constructed.  We’re asking parents to bring a 
Bible from home to share with the class. 
 
Session 3  (Sunday, February 26):  
We will learn to navigate the Bible with fun activities and get to know 
your child’s new Bible.  Again, meet us by the Sunday School rooms 
at 9:15 am. 
 
Sunday, March 4th : 
During the 9:15 am service, Pastor Stefan will recognize participants, 
bless the new Bibles, and parents will formally present them to their 
children.  
 

To register, or if you have any questions,contact: 
 

Serena Briggs:  847.439.3514 - sjbriggs@comcast.net or 
Laura Vitols:  630.773.0310 - acoolmom38@aol.com 

�
 
 

     WELCOME BACK ALPHA!       
Coming after Easter 
by Deacon Jan Spees 

 
Christus Victor is proud to announce that the Alpha Course will be offered again starting on 

Sunday, April 15, from noon-1:30pm. 
 

--The Alpha Course is a practical introduction to the Christian faith, a place where guests have an opportunity to explore the meaning 
of life in a relaxed, friendly setting.   

--During each session there will be lunch, laughter, and learning about the teachings of Jesus in a fun and friendly atmosphere where 
no question about life or God is seen as too simple or too hostile.  

--This is a golden opportunity for our members to grow spiritually by participating in Alpha or by reaching out to friends and 
neighbors that may have questions about being a Christian.  

 
Check out the Alpha website at www.alphausa.org 

COME EXPLORE THE MEANING OF LIFE WITH ALPHA ! 
~ ~ ~ 

 
The Maltese Cross 
The outer points of this cross are symbolic of regeneration and are sometimes 
said to represent the eight beatitudes.  The cross was the emblem of the Knights 
of St. John. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Needs Your Help! 
by Ann DeBartolo 

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry ladies are working hard to stay ahead of the growing 

need for Prayer Shawls given out to those with health issues and also for the grieving 
family members that have just lost a loved one.  If you knit or crochet, we could use your talents; but, if you do neither, we could use 
your support in other ways.  We use Lion Brand Homespun yarn and each shawl requires 3 skeins of the same color.  If you could 
donate them, we have a basket in the narthex to receive them.  If you would just like to donate to our 
ministry, we will accept any monetary amounts given in special offering envelopes marked “Prayer 
Shawls”.  One of our members will then watch for sales and buy in bulk to distribute among those who 
crochet or knit.   Thank you in advance for your help in this very special ministry we offer here at 
Christus Victor! 

If you have any questions, please call either Susan Hosak at 630.285.1293 or Ann DeBartolo at 
847.364.1085. 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christus Victor and Paper Recycling 

 Weight  Return  
March-10 1.40  $7.00  
April-10 1.58  7.90  
May-10 1.38  6.85  
June-10 1.07  5.35  
July-10 1.14  5.70  

August-10 3.25  16.27  
September-10 2.10  10.51  

October-10 1.73  8.63  
November-10 2.34 2010 11.71 2010 
December-10 2.34 18.33 11.67 $91.59 

January-11 3.22  $16.06  
February-11 2.87  14.37  

March-11 5.72  171.38 Earth Day 
challenge 

April-11 5.78  86.57  
May-11 5.75  86.15  
June-11 3.22  16.06  
July-11 2.60  13.00  

August-11 5.66  84.90  
September-11 4.79  71.85  

October-11 3.89  19.45  
November-11 4.41 2011 66.15 2011 
December-11 6.17 54.08 92.55 $738.49 

     
Grand 
Total: 72.41  $830.08  

A reminder of what DOES and DOES NOT go into the 
Paper Recycling bin: 
 

DOES: Newspaper 
 Magazines 
 Shopping Catalogs 
 Office and School papers 
 Mail 
 Shredded paper in plastic or paper bags 

A reminder of what DOES and DOES NOT go 
into the Paper Recycling bin: 
 

DOES NOT: Plastic 
 Metal 
 Glass 
 Phone Books 
 Trash 
 Styrofoam cups, plates, bowls 
 Packing peanuts 
 Food 
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Shoeman Project 
on-going 

by Nancy Pfannkuche 
 

In 2011 we started a new ministry.  We were looking for used shoes, boots, sneakers 
and just about any kind of shoe.  These shoes were taken to the St Louis area, where the 
Shoeman will pick them up.  These shoes go to distributors who see that people who don't 
have shoes may get them.  The distributor pays the Shoeman for the shoes.  That money is 
used to build new wells in Africa.  That completes the circle from you to the Shoeman to 
the distributors to people and back around to countries that need water to survive.  Last year 
with our help, my son-in-law collected 25,000 pairs of shoes that the Shoeman picked up 
from him.   

THIS PROJECT IS ON-GOING!  So continue to bring in more and more shoes of all types!! 
To learn more about this amazing project, visit www.shoeman.org.  It’ll make you want to double-check the back of your closet 

for more shoes! 
~ ~ ~ 

 

 
~ ~ ~ 

Financial Report as of Dec 31, 2011 

  December-11 Year-To-Date 

Giving Summary 2011 2010 2011 2010 

Pledged Giving     
Non-Pledge Giving     

Total     
      

Pledge Comparisons     

Pledge Giving     
Total Pledge     

% of Pledge Received     
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March 7th  -  Lenten worship service 7:00 pm; Arnie & Lisa’s 7 th grade group assists in worship 

March 14th  –  Lenten worship Service 7:00 pm; 6th grade girls assist in worship 
March 21st  –  Lenten worship service 7:00 pm; 6th grade guys assist in worship 

March 28th   –  Lenten worship service 7:00 pm; 8th graders assist in worship 

~ ~ ~ 
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“SonRise National Park” 

���������� �
For all kids age 3 - entering 6th grade fall 2012 

����� ����!���!���"!#��$%&��	�
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���������� �
Friends are ALWAYS welcome to Confirmation!  If you have a 
friend from school who is free on Wednesday nights, invite them 
to come with you to Confirmation. You never know how God 
will work through your invitation!! �   

�  Feb 1st – I Am the Gate 
�  Feb 8th – I Am the Resurrection & the Life 
�  Feb. 15th – I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life   

Hawaiian Luau night!  Come dressed in fun Hawaiian attire 
(please wear t-shirts under your coconuts, thank you).  Com 
early at 6:00 pm for games & prizes, music, and the 
concession stand! 

�  Feb. 22nd – Ash Wednesday worship service at 7:00 pm  (8th 
graders assist at worship - come early) 

�  Feb. 29th Leap Year!  Lenten worship service Holden 
Evening Prayer 7:00 pm (Linda & Sarah’s 7th grade group assists 
in worship - come early)  
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·  GFS 
·  Jewel-Osco 
·  Lou Malnatti’s 
·  Miller Industries 
·  Real Time Sports 

·  Rocco Vino’s Pizzeria 
·  Sheraton Suites, Juniper’s Restaurant 
·  Village Dental 
·  Woodland Distributors 
·  Curves for Women 
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Gary & Sandy Dowty, Babs Zimmerman, Nancy Pfannkuche, & Jenni Vineyard. 
 

·  American Tiger Academy 
·  Berthold’s Flower, Gift & Garden 
·  Coach’s Corner 
·  Cuchina Bianchi  
·  Family Christian Bookstores 

 








 ���	��
��	���	
�	
����
�
����
 ��	 !

  February 3-5 
    $107 each 
*Hiking, team building, tubing, sledding, and a weekend built upon what it means to 
live in the “New Covenant” * 



On Sunday February 12th 

There will be a Warm breakfast served up by the youth!  Please invite friends and neighbors to church on this day and stay for 
breakfast!  Also on that day the youth will hold a “Valentine’s Bake Sale” and will be selling “Singing Valentines.”  If 
you have a loved one that needs a smile – buy a singing valentine and they will get a call by our star singers who will serenade them 
for you!  Nothing says “Happy Valentine’s Day” quite like Stevie Wonder’s “I just called…to say… I love you!” 
�
�
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 ��� Hebrew’s Café Warm Breakfast served up by the youth!�

~ ~ ~ 
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Thrivent Update 
by Pastor Marcia Strahl, Thrivent Congregational Advocate 

 
At the end of 2011, Christus Victor received two checks from Thrivent.  The first was expected as we had applied for 

supplemental funds, but the second was a pleasant surprise.  We received a check for $1,000 for our 2011 Thanksgiving Dinner and a 
surprise check for $200 from our Thrivent Chapter as a “thank you” gift for Congregational Advocates’ service ($100 per advocate).  
That second check was split between the 2012 Thanksgiving Dinner and the Youth Mission Trip. 

This year, we’ve already added one more Congregational Advocate - Nancy Pfannkuche.  Thank you, Nancy!  I am still hoping to 
recruit some more Advocates this year.  We can have up to eight, and we receive more funding for our congregation per Advocate.  It 
really isn’t extra work since many of you are already involved in the activities for which we are seeking supplemental funds.  
So….please don’t run away or hang up if I want to talk with you about it!  We are applying for funds for both the 2012 Thanksgiving 
Dinner and the Youth Mission Trip supplies. 

Did you know that Thrivent offers free identity protection coverage for members?  You can find out more by going to 
www.Thrivent.com/idprotection.  I enrolled last week and it was easy to do.  I am also looking into the possibility of offering an 
educational forum on identity protection for our congregation and community.  Please watch for more news updates. 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, suggestions for projects, or just want to know more about Thrivent support, 
please contact me at 224.875.7479 or at prmarcie@msn.com. 

~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadlines 
 
15th of each month – deadline for submitting articles for following month’s Communicator. 
 
Tuesday noon of each week – deadline for submitting articles for weekly Bulletin Announcement insert page. 
 
Wednesday noon of each week – deadline for submitting requests for additional insert page for the weekly Bulletin. 
 

Staff and Office Hours 
 
Custodian – Chuck Crabtree:    9:00 am to 2:00 pm - Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays 

1:00 pm to 6:00 pm - Wednesdays, Thursdays 
 

Administrative Assistant – Maria Pignato:  9:30 am to 3:00 pm – Tuesdays, Thursdays 
 
Office Administrator – Evelyn Sikma:   9:00 am to 4:00 pm - Mondays through Fridays 
 
Office:       9:00 am to 4:00 pm - Mondays through Fridays 

Saturdays and Sundays - CLOSED 

Wish List 
CVLC has many needs and, if you are able, we would appreciate the contribution. 

 

·  Birthday cards for all ages, especially children.  Blank insides are ok.  Continuing the Ministry 
begun by Jean Fleck. 

·  Decaf coffee for Fellowship gatherings 

·  Boxed tissues for classrooms and meeting rooms 

·  Laminator  for the Church Office 

·  Wireless speakers for Nursery, Kitchen to allow workers to hear the worship service 
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The following people have been on our Prayer List between November 15th and December 15th.  Please continue to pray for them. 
 

Agnes 
Dolores Aloisio 
Bob 
 
Eric Bowman 
Don Braun 
Paige Catey 
 
Sharon Childre  
Craig 
Carol Donovan 
 
Dale Dunteman 
Joan Evans 
Genevieve Foster 
 
Jerry Gentes 

Jean Gore 
Edward Hoffman 
 
Johnny Johnson 
Kevin 
Debbie Keyes 
 
Debbie Krull 
Leona Lamaski 
Sam Manzello 
 
Mary 
Nikki 
Marie Nuccio 
 
Paul Ohlson 
Alex Pacino 

Pat Piper 
 
Alice Rafferty 
Sylvester Reidinger 
Ron & Gloria 
 
Ken Setterstrom 
Helen Skie  
Lori Tednes 
David Thompson 
 
Tom 
Merlin Wilbur 
Joan Zischke 

 
The following petitions have also been prayed between December 15th and January 15th.  Please remember in prayer these people, 
causes, and events. 
 

We ask for your guidance as we search for a new Associate Pastor. 
We pray that you will surround with comfort and love the family and friends of Gary Pignato’s mother, Elaine Pignato, as they 

mourn her death on Dec 27th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinner for Eight  
Update 

by Nancy Carlson 
 

The participants of this program are all enjoying the opportunity to get to know other Christus Victor members better in a strictly 
social setting.  We have three groups of eight each and each of the three groups have enjoyed dinner at one anothers' homes since the 
program started last fall. 

We will be forming new groups this summer, so if you think you would like to be included or would like more information, let 
me know.  Nancy Carlson at 847.437.4848 or at carlson1347@sbcglobal.net. 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too 
deep for words. 

Romans 8:26 

Do you have a prayer request?  In order for Christus Victor to publicly pray for individuals, we need to have their 
permission to speak their name out loud.  This is necessary to protect their privacy. 

If you are requesting prayers for a specific individual, you will need to sign your name to the Request.  We will consider 
your signature as confirmation that the person listed knows about and agrees to a public reading of their name. 

Prayer Requests that list specific names without an authorizing signature will NOT be printed in the bulletin and will NOT 
be spoken in public.  Everyone is still able to fill out a Prayer Request for a specific person and post it themselves on the Prayer 
Wall without providing an authorizing signature. 
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ACOLYTES  
 

5:00 pm Saturday 
 
Feb 4 – A J Casey 
 
Feb 11 – Julia Coleman 
 
Feb 18 – Gianna Pistorio 
 
Feb 25 – Karly Lorentzen 
 

9:15 am Sunday 
 
Feb 5 – Katie Gehring 
 
Feb 12 – Courtney Esposito 
 
Feb 19 – Anna Connelly 
 
Feb 26 – Megan Kasabian 
 

10:45 am Sunday 
 
Feb 5 – Olivia Banach 
 
Feb 12 – Gabriella Pistorio 
 
Feb 19 – Ashley Ruud 
 
Feb 26 – Shane Fredericks 
 

7:00 pm Wednesday / Lent 
 
Feb 22 – Confirmation 8th graders 
 
Feb 29 – Linda/Sarah’s 7th graders 
 

ETERNAL LIGHT  
 
Feb 5 – JoAnn Stein & Family 
 
Feb 12 – [ open ] 
 
Feb 19 – [ open ] 
 
Feb 26 – Pam Rodriguez 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR  
 
Feb 5 – Men’s Breakfast 
 New Member Reception 
 
Feb 12 – Youth Group / Warm  
 Breakfast 
 
Feb 19 – [ open ] 
 
Feb 26 – Joy Bells 
 
There are lots of open dates available 
for the next three or four months.  
Sign up to celebrate birthdays, 
anniversaries, or “just because”.  Take 
a turn…easy instructions available! 
 
 

FLOWERS 
 

(2 donors per Sunday) 
 
Feb 5 – Fern Lendy 
 Betty Aikens 
 
Feb 12 – Fern Lendy 
 [ open ] 
 
Feb 19 – Carol Rechtoris 
 [ open ] 
 
Feb 26 – Kathy Kelly 
 [ open ] 
 
 

NURSERY 
 

          9:15 am Sunday 
 
Feb 5 – Farrah Hart 
 Michelle Ingebrigtsen 
 
Feb 12 – Diane Hill 
 Rebecca Much 

Feb 19 – Justine Schlenbecker 
 Lisa Shorb-Simpson 
 
Feb 26 – Diane Hill 
 Linda Bobowski 
 
 

PRAYER STATION  
 

Everyone is welcomed to come 
forward to share a joy, concern, pain, 
or sorrow with a prayer partner.  You 
do not have to reveal names.  
Anything mentioned is kept 
confidential.  Your prayer partner will 
listen to your prayer request and then 
pray for that request and for you.   
 

5:00 pm Saturday 
 
Feb 4 – Evelyn Sikma 
 
Feb 25 – Hank Kwiatkowski 
 

9:15 am Sunday 
 
Feb 5 – Debra Roth 
 
Feb 26 – Angela Yamashita 
 

10:45 am Sunday 
 
Feb 5 – Patrick Briggs 
 
Feb 26 – Cathy Bishop 

 
~ ~ ~ 

 

February Service Schedules 
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02/01 Otto Prechodko 
 

02/02 Connie Groat 
 Jim White 
 Gina Manzello-Ebert 
 Anna O'Shea 
 Philip Tiritilli 
 Jacob Marcheschi 
 

02/03 Julia Coleman 
 

02/04 Vonny Greenwalt 
 Nancy Carlson 
    (the “other” one) 
 Scott Jansen 
 Diane Wudtke 
 Melanie Potuznik 
 Mary Ellen Biedke 
 

02/05 Sara Engler 
 

02/08 Myrtice McKisic 
 Gary Weiland 
 Rick Gatwood 
 Sue Farmer 
 Mitchell Blanding 
 Gabriella Pistorio 
 Gianna Pistorio 
 

02/09 Kelly Fleck 
 Michael Dumais 
 

02/10 Gloria Engler 
 Marshal Macri 
 Anna Connelly 
 Eleanor Ambroson 
 

02/12 Pam Dowler 
 Mike Woulfe 
    (Father of Oct groom) 
 Maria Pignato 
 Cody Biedke 
 

02/13 Dee Rankin 
 Pam Lindfors 
 Julie Domzalski 
 

02/14 Shirley Pruyn 
 Michele Larsen 
 Serena Briggs 
 John Pruyn 
 

02/15 Shannon Medema 
 

02/16 Lois Harper 
 Corley Price 
 

02/17 Sarah Wesa 
 

02/19 Keith Jensen 
 Peter Wenzel 
 Michelle Thiede 
 Natalie Brown 
 Brandon Joda 
 

02/20 Denise Kinsey 
 Victor Panfil 
 Kelsey Brod 
 

02/21 Jim Watson 
 Izabella Pollu-Murray 
 

02/23 Scott Peters 
 Paul Weiland 
 Zachary Ziemek 
 

02/24 Kathy Kelly 
 Erin Mueller 
 

02/25 Dewey Keyes 
 Ken Urban 
 

02/26 Irmela Rosin 
 Ursula Paulsen 
 Ron Parks 
 Leslee Coleman 
 Joe Rodriguez 
 

02/27 Diane Gerlinger 
 Don Prechodko 
 Kelly Hartsfeld 
 

02/28 Cathy Marcheschi 
 Bjorn Struttman 
 

02/29 Tim Toronyi 
 Ryan Brod 
 Amelia Rafferty 
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~ ~ ~ 
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Stefan Potuznik ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Senior Pastor 
 
Gloria Reidinger----------------------------------------------------------------President, Parish Growth & Life 
Linda Nicholas--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Vice-President 
Luis Maldonado --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Secretary 
 
Sandy Dowty-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Communications 
Annette Hernandez--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Social Ministry 
Jeff Larson--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Finance / Counters 
 
Betty O’Brien ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Worship & Music 
Debbie Sallman-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Youth 
 
Karen Vuchichevich --------------------------------------------------------------------------Christian Education 
Alison Woytus -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Property 
Sarah Zipse---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Communications 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Stefan Potuznik, Senior Pastor --------------------------------------------------- SPotuznik@CVLCegv.org 
Don Myrom, Interim AssociatePastor ----------------------------------------------DBMyrom@comcast.net 
Angela Yamashita, Youth Director ---------------------------------------------- Angela@YamaBooks.com 
 
Patrick Briggs, Parish Deacon ---------------------------------------------------------- DeaconPJB@aol.com 
Hank Kwiatkowski , Parish Deacon----------------------------------------------HankSki7@sbcglobal.net 
Jan Spees, Parish Deacon ---------------------------------------------------------------- JanetSpees@sd54.org 
 
Cheri Sutton, Business Coordinator --------------------------------------- Cheri@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
Evelyn Sikma, Office Administrator------------------------------------ SikmaE@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
Maria Pignato, Administrative Asst. -------------------------------------------MariaCVLC@sbcglobal.net 
 
Marge Hart , Respite Ministry Coordinator--------------------------------- CareGiversCare@comcast.net 
Barb Walker , Respite Ministry Associate Coordinator ------------------ CareGiversCare@comcast.net 
Chuck Crabtree, Custodian 
 
Kathleen Gentes, Organist/Chancel Choir Accompanist 
Julie Glesne, Pianist (Saturday 5:00 PM) 
Jenni Vinyard / RiZen, 9:15 AM Modern Service Worship Leader 
 
Gary Dowty, Revelation Brass Manager 
George Gentes, Chancel Choir Director (High School and up) 
Anne Kivikko , Joy Bells Director 
Dung Pham, Chamber Ensemble Director 
 
For questions, comments, concerns ------------------------------------------- info@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
 
To reserve a room ---------------------------------------------------------- meetings@ChristusVictorEGV.org 
 
To submit Communicator articles --------------------------------Communicator@ChristusVictorEGV.org 

 
Telephone:  847.437.2666     -     Fax:  847.437.2687 

 
Website:  www.ChristusVictorEGV.org 


